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Ken Ludiwg’s  
The Game’s Afoot 

or 

Holmes for the Holidays 

 

Auditions and Information for Actors 

 

Director:   Sonia Dykstra 

Reading date:   Tuesday 24th March, 7.30pm 

Audition Date:  Tuesday 9th April, from 7.00pm for 7.30pm start 

Performance Dates:   Monday 30th November 2026– Saturday 5th December 2026, including 
two performances on the Saturday 5th December 

Rehearsals:    Starting  mid October 2026 

 

About the play 

William Gillette was a star of the American Stage during the early part of the 20th century. He 
wrote the play ‘Sherlock Homes’ in collaboration with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and he starred in it 
with enormous success for over 30 years in both New York and London. With his royalties he built 
a replica medieval castle on the Connecticut River filled with all the latest technology. It was here 
that he entertained the cast of his latest New York hits.  He remained beloved to his fans until his 
death in his eighties. 

This play by Ken Ludwig is based around Gillette.  Gillette invites his fellow cast members to his 
country house for a weekend of revelry. But when one of the guests is stabbed to death, the 
festivities in this isolated house of tricks and mirrors quickly turn dangerous – and the game’s 
afoot! 

I have chosen to bring this production to The British Isles, so we will not have to battle with various 
America Accents!    The ‘Castle’ will be located in Scotland, and all other references changed to 
places in England and Scotland. 

The author has said that he set out to write a mystery play that would be as relentlessly 
entertaining as it possibly could. 

The plot certainly has all the ingredients. A body that refuses to die, secret hidey holes, doors that 
won’t shut at the right time and open at the wrong time, and 2 people claiming to have killed the 
body that won’t die!  And William Gillette?   Living the character of Sherlock Holmes that he has 
played for so long , believing that he will be able to solve the mystery himself confusing reality 
with fiction. What more do we want? 
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Characters and Audition Pieces 

In conjunction with the play reading evening, the information below aims to help and encourage 
you to audition.  It gives a brief guide to each character and the relevant audition piece for you to 
prepare.   

As usual, all ages are flexible and relative to each other – this is theatre afterall – so don’t be put 
off!  The ages ranges below are meant as a guide only. 

Page numbers for audition pieces set out below are taken from the Samuel French acting edition 
if you wish to source copies yourself in advance or are unable to attend reading evening to collect 
a copy.   

Character 

Approx 
Playing 

age 

Description 
Audition 
Reading 

William 

Gillette 

 

{Sc 1  Holmes} 

30 - 40 A very successful actor. 
Very confident. Charming. All his friends 
respect and admire him. 
Very loyal to his fellow actors. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pages 36 -38 

With Aggie 

 

Pages 38 -41 

With Daria 
,Felix, Madge, 
Martha ,Simon 
Aggie 

 

Pages 70 – 76 

With Felix, 
Inspector 

 

Pages 91 – 95 

With Madge, 
Felix, Inspector 

 

Martha Gillette 

 

(William’s 
Mother) 

60-70 Charming, loveable, mother to all the cast, 
and a bit of a scatter brain. 

Pages  23 -25 

With Simon, 
Aggie 

 

Pages  84 – 87 

With  Gillette, 
Inspector 

 Felix 

Geisel 

{Sc 1 Moriarty} 

40 – 50 Excessively theatrical, dramatic, but great 
fun 

Married to Madge 

Pages 26,27 

With Madge 

Simon, Aggie 

 

Pages 44, 46 

With Daria 

 

Pages 70 – 76 

With Inspector, 
Gillette 
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Pages 91- 95 

With Madge, 
Inspector, 
Gillette 

Madge 

Geisel 

 

{Sc 1 Marian} 

40 - 50  Theatrically flamboyant,  Pages 25 -27 

With Felix, 
Simon, 
Aggie 

 

Pages 91,95 

With  Felix, 
Gillette; 
Inspector 

Simon Bright  25 - 30 Good natured. Charming Enthusiastic . 
 

Pages 23 -25 

With Aggie 
,Martha 

 

Pages 26 – 27 

With Madge, 
Aggie, 
Felix 

 

Pages 38 -41 

Daria, Gillette, 
Felix, Madge, 
Martha, Aggie 

 

Pages 97 – 99 

With Aggie  
Aggie 

Wheeler 

  

      }Sc 1 Alice} 

25 - 30 Bright eyed and full of spunk. Good natured Pages 23 -25 

With Simon, 
Martha 

Pages 26 – 27 

With Simon, 
Felix 

 

 Pages 38 -41 

With Gillette, 
Felix, Madge 
Martha, Simon 

 

Pages 97 -99 

With Simon 

Inspector 
Goring 

40 - 60 Female, very excentric, very British. Possibly 
a cross between Madam Arcati and Columbo 

Pages 70 -76 

With Felix, 
Gillette 

 

Pages 91 -95 

With Felix, 
Gillette, Madge 
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Daria Chase 30 -50 Likeable despite all of her show-biz 
cattiness. 
This actress will be ‘the body’, and must be 
prepared to be man handled around the 
stage. A lot! 

Pages 38 -41 

With Felix, 
Gillette. Madge, 
Martha, Simon, 
Aggie 

 

Pages 44 – 46 

With Felix 

 

 

 

 

Other Useful Information 

• Reading Evening.  We would encourage anyone who may be interested in auditioning to 
come along to the reading evening to find out more, collect audition pieces and register 
your interest.  If you are interested but unable to attend, please get in touch to let us know 
at pscc@greenroomwilmslow.org.uk  

• Who can audition?  Anyone is welcome to come along to the reading nights and 
auditions, you do not have to be a member.  You will be required to join the Society as a 
member if you are offered and accept a role.   We welcome auditionees and volunteers 
regardless of previous experience and of all ages (above the age of 18), genders, 
ethnicities, sexualities, disabilities and races. 

• What to prepare?  Copies of the audition pieces set out above will be available to take 
away on the reading night.  Scripts will also be available for you to look at on audition night 
from 7.00pm before auditions start at 7.30pm. 

• What happens at the auditions? On audition night, please arrive at the theatre anytime 
from 7.00 pm and register in the bar ready for a 7.30pm start.  You will be called into the 
auditorium to audition in front of a panel comprising the Director and members of the Play 
Selection and Casting Committee.  Auditions will start at 7.30pm. 

• How long will auditions take? We will endeavour to make the audition process as quick 
and smooth as possible, but please be patient as it can take some time and there may be 
some waiting around.   

• When will I hear?  We will let you know as soon as possible after the auditions whether 
or not you have been successful, but whatever the outcome we hope that you will still 
audition for other productions and continue to support the Green Room.  We will always 
welcome any offers of help with our productions in any other way. 

• When are rehearsals? Rehearsals are usually held on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
evenings and Sunday afternoons.   

• Do I need to attend every rehearsal? It is expected that if you accept a role in the 
production you will be generally available throughout the rehearsal period. We do, of 
course, understand that sometimes other commitments or special occasions may arise, 
and we ask that you inform us of any dates you are not available as soon as possible so 

mailto:pscc@greenroomwilmslow.org.uk
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we can try to accommodate this.  There may also be additional rehearsals the week before 
the production, so we ask that you are potentially available that week if called. 

You may not be called to every rehearsal, and the Director will produce a rehearsal 
schedule as far in advance as possible, but we do still ask that those successful in being 
cast in the production remain flexible, as rehearsal schedules can often change during 
the process. 

Thank you very much for your interest in this production and we hope to see you soon at the 
reading evening and at the auditions.  If you’re in two minds, why not just give it a go!   

Break a leg! 

 


