
Hangmen, by Martin McDonagh  
Auditions and Information for Actors 

 

Director: Mike Rogerson 

Reading date:  Tuesday 24th February, 7.30pm 

Audition Date: Tuesday 3rd March, from 7.30pm for 8pm start 

Performance Dates:  Monday 12th – Saturday 17th October, including two performances on the 
Saturday 17th October 

Rehearsals:  will start late August/ early September. 

 

About the play 

Green Room members will be familiar with McDonagh's work through our productions of the 
"Beauty Queen of Leenane" trilogy. You may therefore be surprised to learn that The Hangmen is 
set, not in Galway, but in a nicotine stained pub in Oldham. The play could be portrayed as "drop-
dead hilarious" or "perfectly executed." That's not a bad description of the bleakly comic writing.  

The year is 1965 when hanging was abolished and the pub landlord Harry is "the second best 
hangman in England". 

Along with Harry (played by David Morrisey in the original production) the pub is populated by a 
collection of bar flies.  Behind the bar are Harry's blowsy wife Alice and his daughter Shirley 
(awkward and easy prey). Into this northern smutty cosiness comes Mooney, a SOUTHERNER on 
a grisly mission.  

As the play hurtles to its terrifying climax who should enter the bar but Albert Pierrepoint. the best 
hangman in England - Panic ensues!!  

Described by the Guardian as "tremendous and terrifying" and the Independent as "a flawless 
treat," they comment that this time has not seen the last of nooses or miscarriages of justice. 
Certainly, the play gives a new meaning to the swinging sixties! 

 

Characters and Audition Pieces 

In conjunction with the play reading evening, the information below aims to help and encourage 
you to audition.  It gives a brief guide to each character and the relevant audition piece for you to 
prepare.   

As usual, all ages are flexible and relative to each other – this is theatre afterall – so don’t be put 
off!  The ages ranges below are meant as a guide only. 

Page numbers for audition pieces set out below are taken from the Faber  & Faber 2015 edition if 
you wish to source copies yourself in advance or are unable to attend reading evening to collect 
a copy.   



Character 

Approx 
Playing 

age 

Description 
Audition 
Reading 

Harry 40 - 50 

Publican. Forthright, opinionated, biased. Full 
of his own importance as the "second best                               
hangman in England" Very Lancashire. Very 
Oldham 

Pages 36-38 
(with Clegg) 
 

Alice 30 - 40 
Harry's long suffering wife. Brassy, blowsy and 
permanently fed up. 

Pages 40-42 
(with Shirley) 

Shirley 18 - 25 
Alice and Harry's daughter. Perennially 
"mopey". Awkward, easy prey.   

Pages 40-42 
with Alice 

Syd 30-50 
Harry's erstwhile assistant. Sad, resentful and 
a bit lecherous. 

pages 68-70 
with Mooney 

Harry's pub is inhabited by a collection of cronies and goon-like bar flies including:- 

Clegg 20s 
A young and over keen journalist on the local 
rag 

Pages 36 -38 
with Harry 

Inspector 
Fry 

40+ 
A (permanently) off duty detective. Somewhat 
shifty and a bit of an outsider. 

Pages 54-57 
(Harry, Clegg, 
Fry, Bill , Arthur, 
Charlie) 

Bill 
 

Any age 

Harry's permanent clientele. All lonely 
alcoholics constantly retelling their jokes to 
Arthur ( who is deaf and daft) 

Pages 54-57 
(Harry, Clegg, 
Fry, Bill , Arthur, 
Charlie) 

Charlie 

 

Arthur 

 

 

NOTE: All of the above characters are very Lancashire, very Oldham.  Inspector Fry perhaps a 
little less so. 
 

Mooney 20-30 

A SOUTHERNER!!! A menacing, creepy 
predator on a grisly mission.  Estuary English 
accent. 

Pages 68 – 70 
with Syd 

Hennesy 20-30 
A panic stricken innocent victim about to be 
hanged. Also from “down south”. 

Pages 11-13 with 
Harry and Syd 

Albert 
Pierrepoint                                      

The best Hangman in England.  Powerful 
character with a grudge against Harry.  
Yorkshire man with a pub in Oldham. 

Pages 96-98 
with Harry and 
Syd   

 

In addition to the above there are two prison guards, prison governor and prison doctor. 

The guards are non speaking and the governor and doctor have a couple of lines each.  
 

 



Other Useful Information 

• Reading Evening.  We would encourage anyone who may be interested in auditioning to 
come along to the reading evening to find out more, collect audition pieces and register 
your interest.  If you are interested but unable to attend, please get in touch to let us know 
at pscc@greenroomwilmslow.org.uk  

• Who can audition?  Anyone is welcome to come along to the reading nights and 
auditions, you do not have to be a member.  You will be required to join the Society as a 
member if you are offered and accept a role.   We welcome auditionees and volunteers 
regardless of previous experience and of all ages (above the age of 18), genders, 
ethnicities, sexualities, disabilities and races. 

• What to prepare?  Copies of the audition pieces set out above will be available to take 
away on the reading night.  Scripts will also be available for you to look at on audition night 
from 7.30pm before auditions start at 8pm. 

• What happens at the auditions? On audition night, please arrive at the theatre anytime 
from 7.30pm and register in the bar.  You will be called into the auditorium to audition in 
front of a panel comprising the Director and members of the Play Selection and Casting 
Committee.  Auditions will start at 8pm. 

• How long will auditions take? We will endeavour to make the audition process as quick 
and smooth as possible, but please be patient as it can take some time and there may be 
some waiting around.   

• When will I hear?  We will let you know as soon as possible after the auditions whether 
or not you have been successful, but whatever the outcome we hope that you will still 
audition for other productions and continue to support the Green Room.  We will always 
welcome any offers of help with our productions in any other way. 

• When are rehearsals? Rehearsals are usually held on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
evenings and Sunday afternoons.   

• Do I need to attend every rehearsal? It is expected that if you accept a role in the 
production you will be generally available throughout the rehearsal period. We do, of 
course, understand that sometimes other commitments or special occasions may arise, 
and we ask that you inform us of any dates you are not available as soon as possible so 
we can try to accommodate this.  There may also be additional rehearsals the week before 
the production, so we ask that you are potentially available that week if called. 

You may not be called to every rehearsal, and the Director will produce a rehearsal 
schedule as far in advance as possible, but we do still ask that those successful in being 
cast in the production remain flexible, as rehearsal schedules can often change during 
the process. 

Thank you very much for your interest in this production and we hope to see you soon at the 
reading evening and at the auditions.  If you’re in two minds, why not just give it a go!   

Break a leg! 

mailto:pscc@greenroomwilmslow.org.uk


 


